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Rosettes

Biennial plants often produce a dense rosette of leaves in their yrst year.
They are particularly attractive this time of year, like this Marsh Thistle
(Cirsium palustre) rosette here, and quite conspicuous when you take a
walk around the woods this month.
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Welcome to the May issue of Ecotype, the
Biodiversity and Conservation Newsletter for the
Ecology Division of Forest Research.

In this issue, as usual, the main part of the newsletter presents you
with an interesting range of research projects undertaken in our
Division and Forest Research.

It starts off with Nigel Straw, David Williams and Martin
Jukes from Tree Health Division who discuss the expectation that
continuous cover forest stands support a higher plant and animal
diversity and describe their new study of the insect food-web
associated with Sitka spruce stands.

Ralph Harmer from Ecology Division and Kate Beauchamp
report on a survey of recently clearfelled western hemlock PAWS
undergoing restoration on twenty public woodland sites in the
South-East of England where they evaluated restoration progress
and tree regeneration.

As habitat network modelling processes are employed to
investigate the benepts of urban greenspaces for people and
biodiversity, Jordan Chetcuti explains the role of greenspace
gateways in modelling greenspace accessibility.
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And pnally, two surprising aspects of pine marten scats:

Rob Coope from Tay Forest District looks at what food fragments
in marten scats can tell us about their food and whether its
composition differs between den and forest.

And Joan Cottrell and Stuart A'Hara from Ecology Division, Brian
Walker from the North York Moors Forest District and Catherine
O’Reilly from the Waterford Institute tell a cautionary tale they
have learned from scat identipcation and how to distinguish fox,
pine marten and stoat just by their scats.

These current examples of our research are complemented by a
selection of short news items.

| hope you will pnd the variety of topics interesting and enjoy
reading this issue of Ecotype.

Andrea Kiewitt
Editor
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